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Xegislatibt Qdunzil,
Wednesday, 21st August, 1805.

A rbitrat ion Bill: scond reading ; contnitle-
Partnerstaip Bill : seconid reading; referred to

select caesentttee-Crimnal Evitdence 'Jill:-
second readiqf'; bill laid aside-Fertilisr and
Fecedingy shirf Bill: first readiusg-cdieal Act
Amsendmentt Bill: first s'eadiag-Adornnt.

The PRESIDEN'J (Hlon. Sir George
Shenton) took the chair at 4.80 o'clock, p.m.

ARBITRATION BILL.
SECeNe READINGO.

TasE MINISTER FOR MIN~i (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom): I may state that thist is not a
Gjovernment Dill, but, as the boa. member who
had arranged to wove the second reading is
not herf-, I propose to ask the House to read
the 11easure a Second time, in order to save
delay. I may say, however, that the Bill has
the support of the Governilnent. It is a
measeure for the purpose of amending the law
relating to arbitrations, and it has
been brought forward because the law
as it now stands has not worked in an
easy a wanner as it might b e done. 1 need
not deal with the various clauses of the Bill,
as they seem to be perfectly plain and, as
far as I can see, they all bear on the sub-
ject. I will not say more except to move to
that the BillI be now read a second time.

,he . EUlie. S. J1. BAYNES: U have much
pleasure in supporting the second reading of
this Bill. It does not, I may inform hon.
members, niakn: any new legislation, bat codi-
fies the existing law, and makes it more easy
than at present for anyone 'wishing to ascer-
tain what the law is.

Tits liN A. B. KIOSON : I have
much pleasure in supporting the Second
reading, and I agree with the Hon.
Mr. Haynes that this Bill is. as far
as I can ascertain, a codification, rather
than an alteration, of the existing law. it is a
good thing, I think, to have the law set oat in
this form. because it will prove of great assist-
ance, not only to laymen, bat to the legal
profession as well.

Qutestion pat and passed.
Bill reed a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

The Bill was then considered in committee,
agreed to without amendment, reported, and
the report adopted.

Partnership (Jill.

PARTNERSHIP BILL.

SEONID IREAD[ING.

Tas MIN1ISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E.
HI. Wittenoom): This, Sir, is a Bill1 to amend
the law relating to partnership, and it seems
to be a very comprehensive one. As far as I
can see it deals with the subject of partner-
ships from almost every point of view. Hon.
members will see that it is divided into three
Parts. The first of them deals with the nature
of partnerships, the second with the relations
of partners to persons dealing with them, and
the third with the dissolution of ]partnership
and its consequeonces. It seems to me that all
classes of disputes Lire arranged for-how far
one partner is liable for the actions of another.
and the shares and responsibilities of partners.
It is unnecessary for me to say any more, and
with these remarks I move that the Bill be

rend a second time.
ITira Hots. S. J. HAYNES: I have witch

pleasure in supporting the second reading of
this Bill, I may say that it coalains nothing
more than a simple Statement of the present
law relating to partnerships, but it puts the
law in a wore convenient form, thereby eu-
abling the public to ascertain the rights,
powers, and Liabilities of partners better than
they can do now.

Tawz HoN. D. K. CONGDON; I have no

o bjection to the second reading of this Bill,
although I hope it will not be rushed through

Committee as wvas the last Bill.
Tiin PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton):

Any boa. member can at any time in Comn-
mittee move that progress be reported.

THE Hoiq. A. IB. KIDSO'N: I shall have
much pleasure in supporting the second
reading of this Bill. The object of it, as was
the ease with the last Bill, is to codify the
existing law (which is represented by numer-
ens decisions of the Courts) in the form of a
Statute, SO that the legal profession, and
others may have a simple means of ascertain-
jug what the law is. At the same time, the
Bill is a very important one, and requires a
good deal of consideration, not only by the
lay members of the BHouse, but by the legal
members also- [ai looking through it, I have
noticed what, ini my 01)0) ion, would be several
improvements, and I Shall, therefore, propose,
later on, that the Bill be referred to a Select
Committee.

Tft MINISTER FORM MINES (Ron. E. H4.
Wittonoom):- I may say in reply to what has
fallen from the Ron. Mr. Kideon that I have
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myself gone caref ully into the 'Bil, and have
mastered its contents as well as I could. Like
the last, this is a private member's Bill, but it
ha been caiefully considered by the Legis-
lative Assembly, and on behalf of the Govern-
mnent I asked the Attorney-General whether
this was such a, Bill as I should support. He
assured me it was a good and a useful Bill. I
do not think nay improvements of importance
can be made, but if thei can, we might just as
well consider them in a commnittee of the whole
House rather than refer them to a Select
Committee.

Question put end passed.
Dill read a second time.
THE HON. A. B. KIDSON . moved that the

Bill be referred to a Select Committee.

Question put and passed.

A ballot having been taken, the President
announced that the Ron. S. J, Haynes had the
highest number of votes, and that the Hoe.
S. H. Parker and W, Alexander came next,
with an eqnal number of votes, whereupon it
was determined by lot that the Hon. $. H.-
-Parker should be a member of the Select
Committee, in addition to the Hon. S. J.
Haynes and the mover (Ron. A. B. Kidson).

Tus: HoN. A. B. KIDSON moved,"1 That the
Committee have power to cal for persons
and papers, to sit during any adjournment.
and to report on 28th August, 1896.",
Question put end passed.

CRIMINAL EVID)ENCE BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tie MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon, E. H4.
Wittenoom) : This Bill is an innovation in this
colony, bitt I believe a similar law has been in
force in South Australia for some time past,
and, as far as I can gather, it works well
there. This Dill does not go quite es far as
the South Australian, Statute, but the idesa
here, I believe, is that this Dill shall have a
trial, and if it is found to work well, then its
provisiions Can be extended. The measure
before us only applies to eases which can be
dealt with summarily by justices, and it
enacts that any person charged with
any offence, punishable summarily, may
be a competent and compellable witness.
In other words such a person may be a witness
against himself and he must not he allowed
to refuse to answer any question on the
ground that what ho says may tend to crimi-
nate him. At the same time no questions

shall be asked which may criminate Situ in
seone other offence which he is not then
charged with. This is a new departure, aind
possibly some of the legal members of the
House may be able to tell us whether the Bill
is likely to work well. Whether such will be
the ease or not, I am not now prepared to se~y.
I move the second reading of the Bil.

The HoN. S. T. HAYNES: I beg to seconi
this motion. I may say that a similar Act
was made the law in South Australia when I
was serving my articles, and it has worked
very beneficially. From my own personal
experience I thoroughly agree with the
principles of this Dill. Although we
have no legislation of the kind in force
now, the principles of this Dill are often ob-
tained by subterfuge. For instance, if A
charges B with assault, B could not give evi-
dence; but to got over the difficulty, the
lawye r oftean Jays a counter. charge againsBt A,.
and thus fP is enabled to give evidence.
Some. object to the provisions of this Bill on
the ground that persons may crimuinate them-
selves. so far as my Opinion goes, if a man is
guilty, and he criminates himself, nothing bnt
justice is done; while, on the other hand, an
injustice may often accrue to an in nocent per-
son through his being unable to give evidence
on his own behalf. I hope hon. members will
see fit to pass this Bill, and I hope the day is
not far distant when the principle ot it wilt
be extended to all trials which take piece, even
in the highest courts of the colony.

THE BON. A. 13. KIDSON: I shall support
the second reading of the Bill, although T
cannot help saying that there are one or two
provisions which I take exception to. The
first of them is that the person charged is to
be a compellable, as well as a Competent
witness. I have a strong objection to this,
and I do not think the House should alter the
law which has been in existenco for so mnany
years tW such an extent. fly Clause 3 a prose-
cutor may obtain a conviction out of the
month of the defendant, and I do not think
this should be allowed. If a man las a case
against another he should be able to prove it
and not rely en the defendant to prove it for
him. I nas object to the provision by which
a wife is a comnpellable as well as it coin-
petent witness. [ agree that the person charged,
and his wife, if necessary, shouldl be compe-
tent witnesses, but I object altogether to thje
provision which makes theta compellable
witnesses as well. It inight; fall to the let of
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anyone to be br6ught up, however innocent he
might be, and it would he far from pleasant
if he wet-c compelled, together with his wife,
to g-ive evidence and be cross-examined may be,
as to unplcasantnesses of the past which had
almost been forgotten and which, perhaps, had
nothing to do with the case, Then it is pro-
vided that a person called as a witnte in pur-
suance of this Act shall not be unIted, and, if
asked, shall not he required to answer any
question tending to show that any person
charged has cown witted or been convicted of
any offenuce other than that wherewith he is
then charged, or is of bad character,
Unless such is admissible evidence.
Circumstances might arise which mnight make
the evidence thoroughly admissible, but it
ught not be necessary. When in committee
I shall propose to alto'- the word "1admissible"
to "1necessary." Then by the next clause it is

'provided that a per-son called as a witness
shall not be as~ied------------any question
tending to show that any person charged has
boon convicted of any offence other than that
with which lie is charged, or is of bad char-
acter unless (b.) The person charged has
asked questionsa of the witnesses for the pro-
secution with a view to establish his good
cha-racter, or called witnesses to his good
charactecr, or otherwise has given evidence
of good character. I thik that is going too
far, because a prosecutor may thus be able
to force things out and let the magistrate
and the pnblic know them, although they
may have nothing whatever to do with tbe
case, and may not be evidence at all.
I do not think the argument of the Hon- Mr.
Haynes applies when he says that because
they have this law in South A ustralia we
should also have it here. If they are stupid
enough to have such a law there that is no
reason why we also should be stupid enough
to have it here.

Tms HON. S. J. l{Afl S: Might I say in.

explanation that T did not say that because
they have. this law in South Australi we also
should have it here. What I said was that
a similar law worked well there.

Tr HON. C. A. PI'SSE : After what the
lion. Mr. Kidson has said arod after consider.-
lag the subject carefully I see there are namy
objections to this 33111. I move, thcrefore,
that all the words af ter "1that" be struck
out with a view to inserting- "the Bill be
read a second time this day six moniths."

Ques4tiun-That Lthe words proposed to be

struck out stand part of the question-
put.

The N-oose divided with the followinag
result;-

Ayes ... ... ... .. ..

Noes ... ... ... ... ...

Majority agains,
Ayrs.

Hull. S. J. Rsyuos
IIoin. H. Ml'Keriaai I
H-on. E. H. Wvitk'eoin

H.a. I. NC oalbigdonl
R-oll. It. G. Bo rges
flea. 3. E. Rich- rdson
Hoa. A. B3. Kidson
Ha. WV. Alexander
Hen. BC. Robinson
Hon. C. A. Piesse.

(Te//er.)
QLLetion put and negatived.
Question that the words " the Bill1 be read a

second time this day six months," be in-
serted, put and passed.

Bill laid aside.

FER~iLISERS AND FEEDINO STUFFS
BILL.

T'his Bill was received from the Legislative
Assembly and wsas read a first time.

MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

This Bill was received from. the Legislative
Assembly and was read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House, at 5.30 o'clock p.m., adjourned
until Thursday, 22nd August, 1895, at 4.80
o'clock, p.in.
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